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March 7, 2010

Our condolences to Ben Tomm and family for the passing of his wife Amy on Jan. 20th.  Amy lost her battle with cancer.

===================================

We lost another good friend to cancer on Feb. 9th, Carl (Chockie) Chin.  We offer our condolences to Millie, his wife, and his family.

A memorial service is being planned.  More information will follow.
********************************************************* 
NEW YORK                  FEBRUARY 12, 2010
Dear MOCA Friends,
Due to the anticipated heavy storm tomorrow, the opening reception of Here and Now: Towards Transculturalism has been rescheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 17th. Your RSVP will be maintained for the new date.  Please help us inform your guests about the change. 
Opening Preview & Reception 
 
Date:    Wednesday, February 17, 2010
Time:   5:30-6:30pm VIP & Museum members 
 6:30-8:00pm General Reception
Place: 
MOCA, 215 Centre St. (between Howard          and Grand Streets), New York City
Parking is available on the street and at Edison Park Fast on 174 Centre Street
RSVP: Ting-Chi Wang at (212)619 4785 ext. 4148          

or email at tcwang@mocanyc.org.            Please provide name, phone number, and email address. Space is limited. 
=======================================CHINESE cuisine has “eight great traditions,” including Cantonese, Sichuanese, Hunanese. Dongbei cai, or the food of the Northeast, is not among them.

“Our food is as good as anywhere else in China,” said David Liang, the pugnacious owner of Hong Yi Shun in Flushing, who is from the port city of Dalian, a major commercial hub for the North Pacific. 

Dongbei, once known as Manchuria, stretches up toward Siberia from Beijing. Once a hotly contested pawn of empires and a flourishing industrial region, it has slid toward becoming China’s Rust Belt since the 1980s. Many of its young people now seek their fortunes elsewhere, including Flushing, where the regional cooking of China keeps putting out new and fascinating branches.  The region’s rich and warming food is especially welcome at this time of year.

Dongbei’s turbulent history has made it a culinary crossroads for centuries.

All three Dongbei provinces — Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning — border on Inner Mongolia to the west, and Russia or Korea to the east. (Kimchi, called “soaked vegetable” in Chinese, is placed on the table with a plate of roasted peanuts when you sit down to eat at a Dongbei restaurant.) After railroads provided access to the Pacific, the Dongbei region became embroiled in decades of conflict among China, Russia and Japan. Its population, largely Chinese, also includes millions of descendants of Koreans, Mongols and Russians, who were sent to Manchuria during occupations or conquests. 

But any suggestion that Dongbei cooking is not fully Chinese seems bizarre when eating the expert stir-fries of the chef Weiliang Chen. Mr. Chen, who is from Shenyang, is the chef at Northeast Taste Chinese Food, the biggest of the Dongbei restaurants in Queens.  But one signature is as straightforward and delicious as can be: di san xian, a Dongbei classic that loosely means “three delights from the earth.” It is a stir-fry of golden fried potatoes, eggplant wedges and crisp green peppers, laced with vinegar and studded with garlic, that tastes like much more than the sum of its parts. (There’s a recipe at nytimes.com/dining.)

Thus, sorting out what is and is not Dongbei food is not always easy, or even possible. One dish found on every table is Dongbei liangpi, the northeastern version of a western Chinese dish that has become a popular street food in Beijing. The base is wide noodles made from mung-bean starch. (The dish is often called something cryptic like “green bean sheet jelly.”) 

Where to Dine
FU RUN (formerly Waterfront International), 40-09 Prince Street (Roosevelt Avenue), (718) 321-1363. Muslim lamb chops, lamb dumplings.

GOLDEN PALACE 140-09 Cherry Avenue (Kissena Boulevard), (718) 886-4383. Spring roll, chicken-mushroom stew, pork and cabbage cake.

HONG YI SHUN 42-85 Main Street (Blossom Avenue), (718) 321-1262. Spare ribs with cabbage, fried “squirrel fish.”

M & T RESTAURANT 44-09 Kissena Boulevard (Cherry Avenue), (718) 539-4100. Qingdao “pasta,” shrimp with cabbage, pumpkin pancake. 

NORTHEAST TASTE CHINESE FOOD 43-18 Main Street (Dahlia Avenue), (718) 539-3061. Lamb with cumin, three vegetables, fried potato with syrup.

**********************************************************
WASHINGTON, DC
OCA Accepting Applications for Summer Internship Program
Washington, DC--OCA, a national organization dedicated to advancing the social, political and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans (APAs), is now accepting applications for its 2010 Summer Internship Program. 

Celebrating its 21st year, the OCA Internship Program seeks to cultivate future leadership by providing students from all over the country an opportunity to be involved in the political process through a national organization. The program has successfully led past interns to become more active on their college campus and increased the presence of the APA community in local, state and federal governments.  

“The OCA summer internship is one of our signature programs, and we are proud to have helped generations of APA college students to become leaders who stay engaged with the APA community,” said OCA Executive Director George Wu. 

Summer interns will be placed at a paid full-time position in a federal agency, nonprofit, or congressional office that matches their interest. Interns can also be placed at the OCA National Center. In addition to their placement, summer interns will be highly involved in many OCA activities and gain experience with grassroots organizing. 

“Because of my OCA Internship, when I returned to UC San Diego I decided to stay another year to take more classes on domestic politics and in UCSD’s fledgling Asian American Studies program. I am still involved in OCA and civil rights work today,” said Vicki Shu Smolin, Immediate Past President of the OCA-New York chapter and 1990 OCA National Center Intern. 

“My OCA internship experience was singularly responsible for introducing me to the world of AAPI activism. From serving as an officer for the Chinese American Students Association in college to founding and running Asian Americans for Obama to my infamous experience testifying before the Texas legislature and Representative Betty Brown, these steps of my journey began with OCA,” said Ramey Ko, Attorney at the Texas Advocacy Project and 1999 OCA National Center intern. 

In addition to connecting interns with the APA community and developing their leadership, OCA also brings summer interns to the OCA National Convention, the largest APA conference in the country. The 2010 National Convention will be in Houston from June 17-20. The convention will feature speakers, entertainment, workshops, and our signature gala. Applicants are strongly encouraged to make sure they are able to attend. 

For the summer session, interns are expected to commit to working full-time for ten weeks between the dates of May 24 – Aug 13, 2010. Applications will be reviewed by the Internship Committee and a telephone interview may be scheduled.

For more information on the OCA Summer Internship and to apply, go to Orca’s website at www.ocanational.org and click “Internship” under “Programs.” We highly encourage applicants to apply online. Applications for internships need to be postmarked or submitted online by March 1, 2010 for the summer session. 

Please contact the OCA National Center at 202-223-5500 or iho@ocanational.org if you have any questions. =======================================Washington DC – OCA, a national organization dedicated to advancing the social, economic, and political well-being of Asian Pacific Americans, is pleased to announce that it is accepting applications for the OCA-AXA Achievement, OCA-UPS Gold Mountain, OCA-Verizon, and OCA-Verizon College scholarships. All scholarships are valued at $2,000. Applications for all the scholarships are due by April 1, 2010.
“We are proud to continue our partnerships with AXA, UPS, and Verizon,” said Ken Lee, OCA National President. “Investing in students’ education will assist those in financial need and highlight those with academic achievements.” 
In order to be eligible for the OCA-UPS, OCA-Verizon, and OCA-AXA scholarships, students must be a current Asian Pacific American (APA) high school senior entering their first year of college, demonstrate financial need, be a permanent resident or U.S. citizen, and have a minimum grade point average of 3.0 or above (on a 4.0 scale.) 
The OCA-UPS Gold Mountain scholarship is intended for APA students who are the first person in their family to attend an institution of higher education. Students studying technical majors can apply for the OCA-Verizon scholarship. The OCA-AXA scholarship is geared for students who have dedicated time to community service and demonstrated leadership ability.
Current undergraduates who are also studying technical majors may apply to the OCA-Verizon College scholarship (For a specific list of majors, please visit www.ocanational.org).
“OCA is dedicated to developing new leaders,” said George Wu, OCA Executive Director. “Giving scholarships to students is one way OCA provides future leaders with the tools for success..”
For more information, or to download the application, please visit www.ocanational.org under “Scholarships” under “Programs.”  
**********************************************************CALIFORNIA

A Chinese American immigration secret emerges from the dark days of discrimination
The U.S. banned Chinese immigration in 1882. The San Francisco earthquake of 1906, because it destroyed records, opened the door to immigrants whose only 'family ties' were made of paper.
For his children, the mystery surrounding Joe Yee's past started with his name.

Growing up in Sacramento, Steve Yee, now 56, remembers piling into his father's big Pontiac Streamliner to visit the Ong family association. The group's members welcomed his father in a Cantonese dialect and addressed him as one of their own.

But Joe Yee never explained to his six American-born children why, if he were part of the group, his last name was not Ong. Odder still, their father claimed to be an only son, with no surviving relatives in China or America.

"For us, the question was always 'so who are you anyway?' " Steve said. "There was the sense that you have no past."

It wasn't until years after their father's death in 1979 that his children learned the answer to that childhood mystery. What they learned shed light on a chapter of Chinese life in California that is little known today but was key to shaping the immigrant communities of the last century. "My father was a 'paper son,' " said Steve Yee.

When Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, it froze the size of the Chinese immigrant population in the country. No new Chinese, except for a select few, including scholars and diplomats, were allowed into the country. Those already here were largely barred from citizenship. The act blocked Chinese men who had immigrated during the Gold Rush and the railroad boom of the late 19th century from reuniting with their families.

But when the great earthquake of 1906 hit San Francisco, lighting fires that leveled hundreds of city blocks, some Chinese immigrants sensed an opportunity.

By claiming to be citizens whose records had been lost in the destruction, they became free to travel to China; once there, they could either bring back blood relatives or sell their paperwork to others who would claim to be family members -- paper sons.

"About 80% to 90% of the 175,000 Chinese that came to America between 1910 and 1940 were paper sons," said Judy Yung, professor emeritus in Asian American Studies at UC Santa Cruz whose father was a paper son.

"Almost no family would talk about it, fearful of being discovered or deported."

Even after the anti-Chinese immigration law was repealed in 1943, immigrant quotas remained tightly restricted. Only in the 1960s did new legislation broaden immigration from Asia and give paper sons a chance to tell the truth about their past and restore their real names.

Even then, many, including Yung's and Yee's fathers, did not participate in the "confessional" program and chose to stick with their adopted names for fear of retribution.

"My father's story is the story of most of the Cantonese people that came here during the '40s, '50s and '60s," Steve Yee said. "He lived under the fear that he could be deported any time if he was discovered. So he took his real [identity] to his grave thinking it's the best thing to do."

Legacy of confusion

Chinese Americans today make up 40% of the roughly 5 million Asians in California and they represent the largest Asian population in the country. China ranks second only to Mexico in terms of new U.S. immigrants.

But the legacy of the Chinese Exclusion Act and the paper son phenomenon lingers. The result is that a younger generation of Chinese Americans like Steve Yee grew up confused about and disconnected from their family history.

Yee said his father hid his secret so well that the family wondered if they would ever find out much about his real background. Joe Yee worked long hours at the family-owned grocery store and rarely talked to his children about himself or his past.

His children knew he served in World War II and was awarded a Bronze Star. They knew he traveled back to China once to wed their mother in an arranged marriage. And they knew he defeated discrimination by asking a white friend to buy their home and deed it to the family.

Other than that, their father remained a mystery. He was not so much concerned about his children learning their Chinese roots as he was about their becoming Americans.

Steve Yee's older sister Lillie was the only child who understood enough of the home village dialect to communicate with their mother, who spoke no English.

Worried about Lillie's progress in school, their father insisted the others stop speaking Chinese at home. Today, none of the six children speaks Chinese.

"Basically we were told to put down your chopsticks, we're going to eat hot dogs and watch the Giants like everybody else," Yee said.

After their youngest sibling was born, their mother developed schizophrenia and was institutionalized. Their father eventually lost his business and began drinking. He died 30 years ago, a broken man.

Yee said that his relationship with his father was always distant and that it became especially strained toward the end of the older man's life, in part because of the changing times. Against his father's wishes, Yee grew his hair long and became an artist instead of an accountant or lawyer.

"It was not a situation where you could say, 'Oh, by the way, Dad, who are you really?' " he said.

For her own children's sake, Yee's sister Lillie Yee-Sheri, 61, also wanted to learn more about her father's life and family history. There was so much basic information they didn't know. What was her father's real birth date? When did he arrive in San Francisco? On what boat?

"When my son was in fifth grade he had to do a family history project and make a family tree," recalled Yee-Shiroi, a retired social worker who married a Japanese American.

"On my husband's side there were all these relatives. On my side, besides my brothers and sisters, there was question mark, question mark, question mark."

First clues

So Yee and his sister began tracing their family history.

The Sacramento-based Ong family association, known as Ong Ko Met, offered the first clues to their father's real identity.

"When my father died, some people came from Hong Kong to the wake," Yee recalled.

"One woman wrote some words [on a piece of paper] in Chinese and placed it firmly in my palm."

The woman spoke to him briefly, but he didn't understand what she said. He saved the message for years.

It was not until he started researching his father's true identity for an arts project more than a decade ago that he learned what the Chinese woman tried to tell him.

"The piece of paper was my name, Ong Shi Weng," Yee said. "So here I am, 45 years old, and I find out what my real name is."

There was another discovery. On their parents' marriage certificate, their father's home town was listed Toishan, Kwantung. Yee-Shiroi learned later from the family association that this was only the "paper" hometown. Their father was actually born in Hoi Ping, a nearby town in what is now known as Kaiping in Guangdong province.

Meanwhile, the California Assembly passed a bill last summer to commemorate the reversal of the Chinese Exclusion Act on Dec. 17, 1943. Each year, Dec. 17 is designated as the Day of Inclusion.

"A lot of our young people don't know about the history of discrimination in this country, especially the fact that one ethnic group was singled out by law saying they could not immigrate," said state Assemblyman Mike Eng (D-Monterey Park), who sponsored the bill. "This is a way to educate the community."

The research into his father's past has inspired Yee to work on building a Chinese history museum in Sacramento. His biggest regret is that he didn't ask his father more questions while he was alive.

"Every time a paper son passes away, an entire library is lost," he said.

"The Chinese for a long time lived under persecution but kept quiet. Now we know we have a story to tell too. This is our story." ======================================

CAM was named "Best Small Museum" from the Los Angeles Magazine The Best of L.A. series!  CAM is featured in the February 2010 issue of Los Angeles Magazine (in stores now) on page 50-51. 

Urban Legends
At the Chinese American Museum (425 N. Los Angeles St., 213-485-8567, www.camla.org), the Chinese experience in California unfolds on the site of the city's Original Chinatown, a quiet lane just steps from the bustle of Olvera Street.  Timelines chronicle Chinese immigration from its first wave in the mid1800s through the influx that L.A.'s Chinese history at the turn of the century. A surprising fact: Of the 20,000 Chinese who entered the country in 1852, only 17 were women.  Temporary exhibitions explore present-day Chinese American life; a recent show was dedicated to filmmaker Arthur Dong's movie paraphernalia.
**********************************************************MISCELLANEOUS                                      
How to achieve good vision while driving in a heavy downpour or foggy weather.  

This method has been confirmed by a police officer and I have used it too and it does work.

Just put on your sunglasses (any kind will do) and wonder of wonders your visibility is perfectly clear, as if there is no rain or fog. Make sure you always have a pair of sunglasses in your car.


You can see where the rain bounces off the road.  It works to eliminate the "blindness" from passing semi's spraying you too.  It will also seem like the fog has lifted with your sunglasses on.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Never drive on wet or icy pavement with your cruise control on.  The cruise control will cause your car to hydro-plane and your tires lose contact with the pavement.  Your car will accelerate to a higher rate of speed making you take off like an airplane. 

Pass this info on, you may save a life.             =======================================In California, the "Move-over" law becomes operative on January 1, 2010.  This law is effective in all but three states.  Check it out. (hold down the CTRL key and left click on the mouse.)

http://www.moveoveramerica.com/
 www.snopes.com/politics/traffic/moveover.asp
**********************************************************

GUNG HAY FAT CHOY to one and all…
