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We wish to offer our condolences to Dawn Ming and her sons, Kevin and Gary in the passing of King Ming, husband and father, respectively.
King Y. Ming died peacefully on November 10, 2007 at the age of 78 after a long battle with Parkinson’s.

*****************************************************
NEW YORK

The Dawn of a New Era in AsAm Politics 

There is an increase in Asian Americans' political savvy and desire to serve our community. How come? The recent exposure of the foolishness of our old practices in politics! 

Bad Money Exposed By Recent News 

(1) Selfish Asian Ams. who have raised money for politicians for their personal vanity, or commercial interests or political careers have been repeatedly exposed as suckers who sucked our community's money and in turn got sucked by politicians. Indeed, many of them, Norman Hsu and John Huang to name two, got in deep trouble with the law. 

(2) Even well-intentioned but politically naive Asian Ams fundraisers have also been exposed as suckers. A politician's apparent pro-immigrant 
stands can change over night. When the fundraisers' over-zealousness in raising money got exposed, politicians publicly embarrasses them. 

(3) Executive Order 11246 that has been enforced for all Americans is not enforced for Asian Ams. by an Asian Am. Labor Secretary. Visit http://www.80-20initiative.net/news/preselect2008.asp Click on   A. 3. 

In other words, our hard earned money when donated in a bad way to politicians got us nothing but trouble. That is, bad publicity and discrimination! We must STOP donating in such foolish fashions. When BAD MONEY dries up, good money will come in. 

What is Good money? 

When a fundraiser (bundler) asks you to donate to a politician, ask yourself and/or the fundraiser 4 questions. 

a) What deeds has this veteran politicians done to help our community? 
Did he/she help win equal opportunity and/or adopt enlightened immigration policy? If none, save your money. Only deeds deserve our donations.  

b) Does this fundraiser know American politics? If no, save your money. 

c) Will this bundler likely use his/her political connections to help our community? If no, save your money 
d) If a novice politician is raising money, will he/she likely share our community's concerns? Sharing our concerns, not ethnicity, is what counts. 

"GOOD MONEY"is money donated after passing those 4 checks.  Such money will bring our community immense political clout. 

A Changing Wind 

Asian Am. elected officials used to endorse presidential candidates without asking what would the presidential candidates do for our community 
if elected. All that has changed this year! 
The following co-chairs of "Asian Pacific Islander Americans for Hillary" have asked Sen. Clinton to reply with "6 yeses" to 80-20's questionnaire to her campaign i.e for her to give an iron clad ommitment to our dire needs. These elected officials are our heroes/heroines. Their names are: 

Judy Chu, member of Calif.'s State Board of Equalization, 
Mike Eng, Calif. State Assemblymen,  

John Liu, City Councilman of NYC, 
Gary Locke, Former Gov. of Washington, 
Fiona Ma, Majority Chip of CA State Assembly, 
Henry Manayan, Former Mayor of Miltpitas, 
Doris Mastui, Congresswoman and National Chair of AAPIs for Hillary, 
Otto Lee, Mayor of Sunnyville, CA, and 
Ellen Young, City Councilwoman of NYC. 

Will Senator Clinton, who wanted these co-chairs to endorse her, share these co-chair's concerns? We don't know yet. 80-20 EF shall keep you posted. 

We are certain that these officials will know what to do, if Hillary doesNOT listen to them. 

Comments are welcome at http://www.80-20educationalfoundation.org/posterboard.html . 
Thank you. 

S. B. Woo, President 
80-20 Educational Foundation, Inc. (EF) 
=====================================

My 25th Anniversary Donor Challenge

Dear Friends, 

In recognition of the Alliance’s 25 years of service to the cultural community, I am pledging a 25th Anniversary Challenge to match, dollar for dollar, any contribution made to the Alliance from now until February 6, 2008 (Lunar New Year!) up to $25,000. In other words, you have an opportunity to double the value of your gift while helping to raise potentially $50,000 for the Alliance’s programs.

=======================================When I was a young boy growing up in Kentucky, I was selected to play the lead role in my church’s holiday production of “Amahl & the Night Visitors.” I loved being on the stage that evening, though I no doubt surprised and shocked a few classmates and teachers. But it was the remark of one boy that left its deepest impression, when he told me:  “A Chinese boy should not play Amahl!” Little did I know then that my debut on stage would lead to a life-long passion for the arts, and that one remark would help influence my later career choice to become a civil rights attorney. 

I am deeply proud to serve on the board of directors of the Asian American Arts Alliance - one of the most important cultural organizations remarkably working to promote visibility and increase funding for the City’s growing community of emerging artists and arts organizations in the performing and visual arts, music, dance, theater, film and literature. No other organization seems to build networks among artists and arts patrons as effectively as the Alliance does.

I continue to believe that our ability to ensure greater social justice and equality for Asian Americans relies on each of us doing what we can, individually, to strengthen and stabilize our community’s cultural organizations. In receiving this letter, you have already been instrumental in helping the Alliance get this far. I hope that you will continue to do so by making a special 25th Anniversary donation. Please join me in raising the bar of funding for Asian Americans in the arts!

Happy holidays to you and yours. Thank you in advance for your invaluable support. 

Best wishes, 

Rocky Chin
President, Board of Directors
=======================================
Dear Friends,

Holiday greetings! The Asian American / Asian Research Institute (AAARI) is delighted to announce the CUNY Thomas Tam Scholarship, funded by an endowment established by The City University of New York, in honor of Dr. Thomas Tam for his contributions as a former Member of the CUNY Board of Trustees, Executive Director of AAARI, and leader in the Asian American community. The Scholarship will award the amount of $1,000 annually to a qualified undergraduate student currently enrolled at any of the twenty-three college within CUNY.

The purpose of the Scholarship is to help support and recognize a CUNY undergraduate, Asian or non-Asian, who has demonstrated creativity in the communication of the concerns of the Asian American community in such areas as health, education and culture. The communication mode can be in the form of written reports, film, video, new media techniques, and the development of performances or materials in the Arts and Sciences. 

The application deadline for the 2008 Thomas Tam Scholarship is  Wednesday, April 30, 2008. The recipient will be announced no later than June 15, 2008, and honored at AAARI's Annual Banquet in Fall 2008. Details regarding the Scholarship and application form are available on our website at www.aaari.info/tomtamscholar.htm. 

We hope that you'll pass on this information to a CUNY student who has demonstrated leadership and dedication to the Asian American community. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at 212-869-0182.

Sincerely,

Antony Wong
Office Manager
Asian American / Asian Research Institute
The City University of New York
URL: www.aaari.info
**********************************************************
MISCELLANEOUS
I don’t like using this newsletter as a political forum, but since we are in such terrible times, I felt this message needed to get out to the masses, no matter what party you belong to.  This is not about politics, it is about the future of America.  I know everyone has a different opinion on the war, and our current President.  But, this article makes a lot of sense, and I hope you will read it and give it some thought ---

President Bush did make a bad mistake in the war on terrorism.  But the mistake was not his decision to go to war in Iraq.  Bush's mistake came in his belief that this country is the same one his father fought for in WWII.  It is not.

Back then, they had just come out of a vicious depression.  The country  was steeled by the hardship of that depression, but they still believed fervently in this country.  They knew that the people had elected their leaders, so it was the people's duty to back those leaders.  Therefore, when the war broke out the people came together, rallied behind, and stuck with their leaders, whether they had voted for them or not or whether the war was going badly or not.

And war was just as distasteful and the anguish just as great then as it is today.  Often there were more casualties in one day in WWII than we have had in the entire Iraq war.  But that did not matter.  The people stuck with the President because it was their patriotic duty.  Americans put aside their differences in WWII and worked together to win that war.

Everyone from every strata of society, from young to old pitched in.  Small children pulled little wagons around to gather scrap metal for the war effort.  Grade school students saved their pennies to buy stamps for war bonds to help the effort.

Men who were too old or medically 4F lied about their age or condition trying their best to join the military.  Women doubled their work to keep things going at home.  Harsh rationing of everything from gasoline to soap, to butter was imposed, yet there was very little complaining.

You never heard prominent people on the radio belittling the President.  Interestingly enough in those days there were no fat cat actors and entertainers who ran off to visit and fawn over dictators of hostile countries and complain to them about our President.  Instead, they made

upbeat films and entertained our troops to help the troops' morale.  And a bunch even enlisted.

And imagine this: Teachers in schools actually started the day off with a Pledge of Allegiance, and with prayers for our country and our troops!  Back then, no newspaper would have dared point out certain weak spots in our cities where bombs could be set off to cause the maximum damage.  No newspaper would have dared complain about what we were doing to catch spies.

A newspaper would have been laughed out of existence if it had complained that German or Japanese soldiers were being 'tortured' by being forced to wear women's underwear, or  subjected to interrogation by a woman, or being scared by a dog or did not have air conditioning.

There were a lot of things different back then.  We were not subjected to a constant bombardment of pornography, perversion and promiscuity in movies or on radio.  We did not have legions of crackheads, dope pushers and armed gangs roaming our streets.

No, President Bush did not make a mistake in his handling of terrorism.  He made the mistake of believing that we still had the courage and fortitude of our fathers.  He believed that this was still the country that our fathers fought so dearly to preserve.

It is not the same country.  It is now a cross between Sodom and Gomorrah and the land of Oz.  We did unite for a short while after 9/11, but our attitude changed when we found out that

defending our country would require some sacrifices. 

We are in great danger.  The terrorists are fanatic Muslims.  They believe that it is okay, even their duty, to kill anyone who will not convert to Islam.  It has been estimated that about one third or over three hundred million Muslims are sympathetic to the terrorists cause...Hitler and

Tojo combined did not have nearly that many potential recruits.

So...we either win it - or lose it - and you ain't gonna like losing.  America is not at war.  The military is at war.  America is at the mall.

=======================================
Some Light Reading.  UPS Pilot Notes --- Get ready to laugh 
  
Remember it takes a college degree to fly a plane, but only a high school diploma to fix one. Reassurance for those of us who fly routinely in our jobs. 
  
After every flight, UPS pilots fill out a form, called a "gripe sheet," which tells mechanics about problems with the aircraft. The mechanics correct the problems, document their repairs on the form, and then pilots review the gripe sheets before the next flight. Never let it be said that ground crews lack a sense of humor. 

Here are some actual maintenance complaints submitted by UPS ' pilots (marked with a P) and the solutions recorded (marked with an S) by maintenance engineers. 
  
By the way, UPS is the only major airline that has never, ever, had an accident. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
P: Left inside main tire almost needs replacement.
S: Almost replaced left inside main tire. 

P: Test flight OK, except auto-land very rough.
S: Auto-land not installed on this aircraft.

P: Something loose in cockpit.
S: Something tightened in cockpit. 
  
P: Dead bugs on windshield.
S: Live bugs on back-order.

P: Autopilot in altitude-hold mode produces a 200 feet per minute descent.
S: Cannot reproduce problem on ground. 

P: Evidence of leak on right main landing gear.
S: Evidence removed.

P: DME volume unbelievably loud.
S: DME volume set to more believable level. 

P: Friction locks cause throttle levers to stick.
S: That's what friction locks are for.

P: IFF inoperative in OFF mode.
S: IFF always inoperative in OFF mode. 
  
P: Suspected crack in windshield.
S: Suspect you're right.

P: Number 3 engine missing.
S: Engine found on right wing after brief search. 

P: Aircraft handles funny. (I love this one!) 
S: Aircraft warned to: straighten up, fly right, and be serious.

P: Target radar hums.
S: Reprogrammed target radar with lyrics.

P: Mouse in cockpit.
S: Cat installed.

And the best one for last.................. 

P: Noise coming from under instrument panel. Sounds like a midget pounding on something with a hammer.


S: Took hammer away from midget.   
