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For Reunion and past photos, please go to the following website:

http://aditl.com/chinatown
*****************************************
12 GIRLS BAND: LIVE FROM SHANGHAI

Exclusive Premiere Sunday, June 3 at 7:30 pm on WLIW21 New York Public Television Exclusive pre-sale tickets to Hammerstein Ballroom concert plus meet & greet!

In 13th century in China the emperor was usually entertained by a band of 12 young women playing stringed instruments. Modern China's foremost world music ensemble, 12 Girls Band, puts a spin on this tradition, using the same instruments and flutes to play high-energy orchestral arrangements in 12 GIRLS BAND: LIVE FROM SHANGHAI, premiering Sunday, June 3 at 7:30 pm on WLIW21 New York Public Television and nationwide this June on PBS.

The group's captivating performance in the shadow of the famous Pearl Tower in Shanghai's skyscraper district, features songs from their bestselling world music albums and unique arrangements of classical favorites "Nessun Dorma" and "La Habanera," pop hits "Georgia on My Mind" and "My Heart Will Go On," and selections from Handel, Mozart and Bach. Footage of Shanghai and the nearby Yangtze River are interspersed with the concert, and singers Lila Downs and Tim Sheff guest star. 

During the broadcast, viewers can support  WLIW21's commitment to air Chinese programming by calling 1.800.767.2121 or visiting www.wliw.org  <http://www.wliw.org/>  (click "pledge online" then search "12 Girls Band") and making a donation. There are various "thank you" gifts including exclusive pre-sale tickets to 12 Girls Band's October 23 concert at Hammerstein Ballroom, an exclusive post-concert meet & greet, concert DVDs and CDs. Plus, WLIW membership benefits like discounts to local museums.  DVDs of WLIW's national production The Chinese Americans are also available at www.wliw.org <http://www.wliw.org/>  (click "pledge online" then search "Chinese") or 1.800.767.2121.

 The 12 Girls Band includes Zhou Jiannan on the gu zheng (zither); Yang Songmei and Ma Jingjing on yang qin (a type of hammered dulcimer); JuanZhong Bao, Zhang Kun and Shi Juan on pi pa (Chinese lute); Liao Binqu and Sun Yuan on di zi (bamboo flute); and Sun Ting, Zhan Lijun, Yin Yan, Lei Ying and Jiang Jin on er hu (two-stringed violin).

WLIW21 New York Public Television is an innovator in broadcasting, production and distribution for public television. A leading producer of fundraising programming for PBS, WLIW brings US audiences the popular VISIONS aerial series and cultural documentaries like The Chinese Americans. WLIW is the fourth most-watched public television station in the United States, with an average weekly cumulative audience of nearly two million households in the New York metropolitan area. A destination for viewers of all ages, WLIW's diverse programming schedule features public television favorites like Sesame Street, Simply Ming with Chef Ming Tsai, NATURE, and news/public affairs series. For more information, visit wliw.org <http://www.wliw.org/>.

Underwriters: Public Television Viewers and PBS. Producer: C&S Media International. 
Executive producers: Benjamin Chen, Teng Junjie, Ian Ralfini and Katia Yovanovic-Yaksic. Producers: George Veras and Benjamin Chen.

Director: George Veras. 
Co-director: Benjamin Chen. Editor: Kathy McLain.

MEDIA CONTACTS: Susan Hellman, WLIW New York. Tel: 212.560.8823; Email: HellmanS@wliw.org

Natasha Padilla, WLIW New York. Tel: 212.560.8824; Email: PadillaN@wliw.org

PHOTOS: www.pbs.org/pressroom
*****************************************
MISCELLANEOUS
You can access the 2006 NYC Chinatown Reunion photos at the following website for a limited time only, just click on Chinatown-Reunion 2006:

http://aditl.com/chinatown
===============================

More exciting news on the Sarah Speck chronicles.  Today she attended the county wide Young Author's Conference.  There were 22 school districts participating.  In our district the fifth and sixth grade students wrote original books either in poems or original novels.  Sarah's gifted class each wrote and illustrated novels.  From each classroom the teachers select their 4 or 5 best.  Those students get to attend the annual conference at the local community college.  Of their representatives, each school submits their one favorite, and those 22 "Best of Show" go through 3 separate evaluations.  The book receiving the highest point total after all 3 evaluations is designated "Best of Show for Lorain County 2007" and gets their book published, with copies given to the local library, the school library and one for the family to keep.  

 

Out of 1,000 participants, Sarah's book titled “Passing the Centuries” was the one selected for publication!  The premise of the book was a story from the perspective of a painting on the wall passed onto different families spanning a century.  Not only was this a very creative and well written story, but she also included wonderful illustrations. 
Congratulations to Sarah Speck and to the proud auntie, Pearl Chow.
===============================Go to this website to find out the history of “Amazing Grace”  Very interesting.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMF_24cQqT0 

===========================                    
If you think you or someone else might be having a stroke, remember this checklist:  F.A.S.T.
Face:  Is it numb?  Does the smile suddenly sag or droop on one side?

Arm:  Is one arm weak? Can both be raised easily?

Speech:  Is a simple sentence like, “The sky is blue,” slurred or jumbled?

Time:  Call 911, even if there’s an improvement in condition.

===============================

Did you know when you purchase airline tickets directly from the airlines and the price drops, you can call to get a travel voucher or cash for the difference and after paying the change penalty, but  depending upon the individual airlines policy?  Go to the following website and read the article from the Wall St. Journal.
http://finance.yahoo.com/family-home/article/103059/How-to-Get-Money-Back-When-Airfares-Drop
You can also download www.YAPTA.com, a website that tracks air fare prices.

===============================

•Watermelon: Best Not Chilled


Ice-cold watermelon on a steamy summer day really hits the spot. But you'll be best served by keeping it on your countertop until cutting time. 

Whole watermelons stored at room temperature deliver more cell-protecting antioxidants (specifically lycopene and beta carotene) than refrigerated or freshly picked melons. Here's why.

After it's picked, watermelon continues to ripen and build up antioxidants.  Cold temperatures appear to cut this process short.

