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June 14, 2005

We wish to offer our condolences to the Chew family for the passing of Louis Chew on May 5, 2005.
NEW YORK                JUNE 11, 2005

The following is a write-up in NY Times by Clyde Haberman on the case surrounding Arthur Chi’en’s firing. I am glad to know that MTA union and Straphanger campaign are also supporting Arthur’s reinstatement. We have to flood channel 2 with support letters if there is a chance to succeed. Public opinion counts.

A letter written to WCBS by OCANY president Jerry Cheng follows the article.

Leo Y Lee  646-932-1957 Cell    718-965-9900 W mightylift-org@yahoo.com 

May 27, 2005

You're #@&#38;$% Fired!

By CLYDE HABERMAN 

ARTHUR CHI'EN did a foolish thing one morning last week. He acted human. Where he went wrong was to do it in front of a television camera.

A reporter for WCBS-TV, Mr. Chi'en was on a Midtown street doing a live standup on MetroCard swindles. This was for the benefit of however many New Yorkers happened to be awake at 6 a.m. and tuned to Channel 2. Behind him stood two dolts who taunted him on camera, gesturing vulgarly and holding up a sign for the Opie and Anthony radio show. 

Opie and Dopey, you may recall, are the geniuses who once broadcast a live account of a couple supposedly having sex inside St. Patrick's Cathedral. They're still around, heaven save us, on satellite radio. Their idea of fun now includes sending dolts to torment hard-working reporters.

Mr. Chi'en, acting human, lost his cool. After finishing his report, he turned to his harassers and yelled something on the order of, "What is your problem, man?" That last sentence is sanitized here. The reporter's outburst included a well-worn expletive, one of the seven dirty words deemed no-nos by the Federal Communications Commission. You hear it on New York streets only, oh, three dozen times a day.

That was Mr. Chi'en's foolish thing. He thought he was off the air, he says. But he knew right away that he had gone too far. When he went back live moments later, he apologized, but to no avail. Before the morning was out, WCBS had fired him.

No question, he behaved poorly, Mr. Chi'en said the other day. "I'm a professional, and I know I'm not supposed to use those words," he said. "I thought the station had switched to tape. But I'm not making any excuses. I should have known better."

Still, under the circumstances, was his sin so great that he deserved a career beheading? Mr. Chi'en, 36, does not believe so. "I definitely deserved disciplinary action," he said. "I wasn't expecting to be fired."

Some of his colleagues were dismayed. So were people whom he covered for Channel 2 and, before that, for NY1 News. Mr. Chi'en, a respected reporter, specialized in transportation news. Letters of protest have been sent to WCBS by representatives of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the Transport Workers Union and the Straphangers Campaign. Most days, you can't get those groups to agree on a lunch order.

Nobody is about to nominate Mr. Chi'en for a Peabody Award. Punish him and even suspend him, say supporters like Tom Kelly, the transportation authority's communications director. But dismissal in this situation is "outrageous," Mr. Kelly said in a letter to WCBS.

SOME of Mr. Chi'en's allies sense a climate of fear in the F.C.C.'s pumped-up campaign against indecency.

In parts of the country, television stations have refused to broadcast the film "Saving Private Ryan" because it shows soldiers at war being, of all things, violent and foul-mouthed. Some stations have rejected "Schindler's List" for showing naked female prisoners in a Nazi concentration camp being herded to the showers. Never mind that any viewer sexually titillated by that scene probably needs a therapist.

It is in this climate that Mr. Chi'en lost his job, his supporters say. "It's a gross overreaction," said Al O'Leary, a spokesman for the police officers' union, who used to speak for New York City Transit. "To sacrifice Arthur Chi'en's career on the altar of political correctness is just wrong."

Not surprisingly, WCBS and its parent company, Viacom, disagree.

Mr. Chi'en is "a terrific young talent," said Fred Reynolds, president and chief executive of the Viacom Television Stations Group. All the same, "Arthur committed the most egregious incident on air that I have ever seen."

Station managers are not running scared, Mr. Reynolds said, but "there is zero tolerance" for this breach of the rules. To him, the punishment fits the crime, which he likened to road rage. On air, "you just can't lose your cool," he said.

It will probably not surprise you that Opie and Dopey, having created this mess, get to keep on broadcasting and to chortle over how they provoked a reporter into erupting.

As for Mr. Chi'en, his focus is on what comes next. He is talented, and in all likelihood will land on his feet. He has wanted to be a reporter, he says, since the fifth grade at Public School 59 on the East Side of Manhattan, where he grew up, the son of Chinese immigrants.

"I love what I do," he said. He immediately corrected himself. "What I did," he said.

May 24, 2005

Dear Mr. Moonves:

I am writing on behalf of the board of the Organization of Chinese Americans-NY (OCA-NY) chapter regarding the termination of Arthur Chi’en from CBS News.  While the situation and results was truly regrettable for Arthur’s lapse in behavior in front of the camera, we feel the response by CBS was too extreme.

According to news reporting from 1010WINS and the Daily News, Arthur Chi’en was on live broadcast when members of the Opie & Anthony show began to engage in disruptive behavior by waving signs and making obscene gestures in the background.  Mr. Chi’ien’s impulsive reaction at the time when he thought he was not “live”, while inexcusable, was entirely understandable.  Given the malicious intent of the members of the Opie & Anthony show towards Arthur, it is unfair to fire him for making a “human” error, while indirectly rewarding the radio show for their publicity stunt.

We believe the viewers of CBS can agree that Mr. Chi’ien deserves a second chance.  Dismissing Mr. Chi’ien for making an isolated “human” error during a provoked encounter is simply too harsh.  Arthur has an outstanding record in journalistic achievement and has made significant contributions to various communities.  In the past years, Arthur had dedicated much of his time and efforts in many worthy causes including fundraising for the Tsunami victims in Asia.  Arthur is a role model, admired and loved by all New Yorkers.

We applaud CBS’s long tradition of journalistic excellence in the past and its devotion to diversity.  We urge CBS to kindly re-evaluate its decision and consider reinstating Arthur to his former position at CBS.

We would like to request a meeting with you and the CBS management to express our concerns.  I can be reached at 212-442-4632 or by email jerrysycheng@yahoo.com.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jerry S.Y. Cheng

President

******************************************

	Art Night Thursdays in Chinatown 

	


	When: Every Thursday 

Where: Various Venues - see below

	Every Thursday night, Chinatown New York City featues a variety of exciting art and cultural activities for everyone to enjoy. From live music to martial arts, there is always something happening on Art Night! Programs subject to change.

PERFORMANCES
Lion Dance Performances 
Tel: (212) 484-1263 
Bayard Street (between Mott and Mulberry) 
Thursday nights, 6:00PM - 6:30PM 
These performances will feature two colorful lions, two musicians equipped with drums and cymbals, and a "lion wrangler" who will lead the lions on their merry dance. The public will be invited to "feed the lions" as well, something the kids will enjoy! 
**Free**

LIVE MUSIC
Beyond Boundaries @ Grand Harmony Restaurant 
Tel: (212) 226-6603 
98 Mott Street (between Canal and Hester) 
Thursday hours: 6:30PM - 8:00PM 
A weekly music series featuring a collective of international musicians with influences ranging from traditional Asian sounds (Chinese erhu, Indian percussion) to contemporary Western genres (jazz, electronica). 
**No cover/10% off all dishes on the menu**

TEA TASTINGS
TenRen 
Tel: (212) 349-2180 
75 Mott Street (between Canal and Bayard) 
Thursday hours: 10:00AM - 8:00PM 
Sample an array of authentic teas including green, oolong, jasmine and white that will help elevate your inner spirit. 
**Free** 

WORKSHOPS
Chinese Art History Workshops @ Sinotique 
19 Mott Street (between Worth and Mosco) 
Workshop time: 6:00PM - 6:15PM 
Thursday store hours: Noon - 7:00PM 
Jan Lee, a leading expert on ancient Chinese art and culture, will conduct 15-minute workshops on various topics relating to ancient Chinese art including history, style and themes. 
**Free** 

EXHIBITIONS
Asian American Arts Centre 
Tel: (212) 233-2154 
26 Bowery (between Pell and Bayard), 3rd Floor 
Thursday hours: 12:30PM - 7:30PM 
Offers various arts and cultural programs including "New York Eviction Blues", an art exhibition about artists' struggle with space, landlords, city regulations and real estate. 
**Free admission, donations accepted** 

Chinatown Telling Lives @ Silk Road Café 
30 Mott Street (between Pell and Worth) 
Tel: (212) 619-4785 
Thursday hours: 10:00AM - 10:00PM 
Exhibit features interviews with members of the Chinatown community about how they survived major historic events from the Holocaust to the events of September 11th. 
**Free admission with purchase of a drink** 

HISTORY
Museum of Chinese in the Americas 
70 Mulberry (at the corner of Bayard), 2nd Floor 
Tel: (212) 619-4785 
Thursday hours: Noon - 6:00PM 
Offers various programs and exhibitions dedicated to reclaiming, preserving, and interpreting the history and culture of Chinese and their descendants in the Western Hemisphere. 
**Suggested admission: 3 per adult, 1 per student/senior** 

MARTIAL ARTS
Overseas Shaolin Temple 
150 Lafayette (between Howard and Grand), 4th Floor 
Tel: (646) 641-6580 
Thursday hours: 10:30AM - 9:00PM 
Led by Shaolin Monk Gou Lin, the Overseas Shaolin Temple combines a Buddhist temple with a martial arts studio. Visitors can expect to see various martial arts demonstrations by Master Lin and his students. 
**Free admission**  


NEW JERSEY
An Important Message from the NJ National Task Force Against Hate Media

As you all know by now, several positive outcomes have resulted from the month-long campaign that began with the airing of the April 25th broadcast on the “Jersey Guys” show.  Those of us who have played an active role in the Coalition are encouraged by the outcomes that have occurred thus far – namely, the Station’s on-air apology on May 25th; the commitment to diversity training of the Station’s personnel; and the on-air promotion of events in the Asian American community.  At a press conference today, members of the Coalition spoke about these outcomes and future strategies to increase cultural understanding and awareness.

Having said that, we also want to take this opportunity to pass along a serious message from the Station and its parent company.  They tell us that they have received a significant amount of “hate mail” in the form of phone calls, e-mails, and letters.  

While our Coalition has informed the Station that we neither condone nor encourage anyone to send such messages, we want to let everyone who has been part of this listserv and collaborative efforts about the Station’s concerns.  

We ask you to pass along this message to your members and constituents as well.  We are confident that everyone who is part of this Coalition believes that we should not be fighting racial stereotyping with more racial insults.  If any of your members are aware of individuals who are engaging in hateful communications toward the Station, please urge them to stop immediately.  Such hate messaging would be contrary to our mutual purpose of increasing racial and ethnic harmony and understanding.
In the end, this was a strong and fair campaign which has led to some positive outcomes for our communities.  We welcome any other members of the Coalition to participate in the Coalition’s long-term, collaborative work by emailing CAHMgroup@gmail.com
Sincerely,

New Jersey/National Task Force Against Hate Media

*****************************************
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Museum tells story of Chinese immigrants
CHICAGO, Illinois -- With $1,000 and a stubborn desire to build a museum for Chinese-Americans, Chuimei Ho and five others took their message to the streets, speaking at small gatherings about the rich history of Chicago's Chinatown.
"They were free, and we wanted to show we were serious about Chinatown history," Ho said. "And I guess we found the right notes to sing."

Their monthly lectures led to donations of money, a building and antiques from local families.  Three years and $1 million later, the Chinese-American Museum of Chicago opened its doors inside a former wholesale warehouse in mid May.

The museum's first exhibit, "Paper Sons: Chinese in the Midwest, 1870-1945," introduces visitors to the history of Chinatown and the Chinese-Americans who settled there. It tells their story through immigration papers, a sugar bowl from one of Chicago's first Chinese restaurants, a replica of a Chinese laundry, inlaid rosewood chairs and about 150 photographs.

"This is a sampling dish," said Ho, the museum's president. The exhibit presents portions of future exhibits the museum hopes to offer.

It also tosses in personal stories of local Chinese-Americans, such as Toy Gow and his owl. Gow, a farmer who lived in Benton Harbor, Michigan, set a trap and captured an owl that had killed several of his chickens in the 1940s. Instead of killing the owl, Gow tamed it, and after it died, he stuffed it and brought it along to area farmers markets to create publicity for his crops. Gow's grandchildren donated it to the museum.

"One of the nice things about this community is that they have stories to tell," said Ben Bronson, curator of Asian archaeology at Chicago's Field Museum, who also acts as an adviser for the new Chinese-American Museum of Chicago.

The museum is reaching out to its neighbors as it tells those stories: Along with Chinese and English, many of the exhibit's descriptions are in Spanish, a feature the museum hopes will attract visitors from the nearby largely Hispanic Pilsen neighborhood.

Several cultural museums have opened in Chicago's ethnic neighborhoods over the years, including the Polish Museum of America, the DuSable Museum of African-American History and the Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago.

Toni Callas of the Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center in Chicago's Greektown, which first opened in 1992, said many of the museums work together to share fund-raising and exhibit ideas.

"We're all built by the labor of people who are dedicated and devoted to perpetuating our heritage," Callas said.

About 400 people showed up at the Chinese-American museum's opening in May. Though Ho said she was thrilled by the turnout, she knows the real work is just beginning.

"There's a lot more work to do now that we have a public face," Ho said. "Some of our volunteers have never even been to a museum before this. ... We want people to be engaged so they can see this museum is about them."

But an all-volunteer museum may not be possible much longer. Ho said the workload is becoming so heavy that the museum must hire a director and begin plans to expand soon. The museum currently occupies only one floor of the five-story building. Tee said the board would like to open the second floor as another exhibition room, use the third floor as storage, the fourth floor as a library and renovate the basement into an activity room.

But the expansion will cost money, so the museum foundation is continuing its fund-raising efforts. It expects to need at least $500,000 to open the rest of the building in two or three years.

In the meantime, the museum will continue to accept donations, like the trunk Pat Moy's grandfather brought to the United States from China. The large chest with drawers inside is one of dozens items and photographs donated by local residents who feel their own history tells a larger story.

"This museum is a wonderful idea," Moy said. "It brings people to Chicago and tells our story."

