N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER

April 10, 2005

NEW YORK                  April 10, 2005

The 2005 OCA Scholarship Applications are available online at www.ocanatl.org. 
The deadline has been extended to APRIL 18, 2005.  
All applications must be postmarked by that date.  
Scholarships and financial aid are critical in helping students attain a college education. Depending on funding, OCA typically provides up to 60-$2000 scholarships for each academic year.  This year's scholarships include:

· OCA AVON Scholarship - focuses on financially disadvantaged APA women who will be attending their first year in college 

· OCA UPS Gold Mountain Scholarship - focuses on financially disadvantaged APAs who are the first in their family to attend college 

· OCA Verizon Scholarship - focuses on financially disadvantaged APA high school seniors 

· OCA AXA Achievement Scholarship - focuses on academic achievement

Please forward this announcement to your family and friends and extended networks.  If you have additional questions, please Keith at oca@ocanatl.org or call 202-223-5500.   

*****************************************************

YAO-ZERS!  SAVE THE DATE!!  Thursday April 21, 2005 @ 7:30PM
 Dream League & APEX present a special advance screening of:
The Year of the Yao
He's tall, he's dunks, he's got a soft touch, he's the face of Reebok, he pitches for Apple, and now he's coming...to a theater near you!  Dream League and APEX bring you a special advanced screening of The Year of the Yao.  This documentary takes an inside look at Yao Ming as it follows him from Shanghai, China to Houston, Texas, where he must morph into a world famous celebrity sports figure who bridges the cultural, athletic, and political differences between East and West.  Year of the Yao reveals how he dealt with the pressures of being a rookie while knowing that he had the hopes of 1.2 billion people back at home riding on his shoulders.  That's a tall task, even if you're 7'6".  A Fine Line Features release.
"...very good!  Yao and Colin were fun to see together and Shaq and Charles were great co-stars...recommend it!" - Darryl Howerton, ESPN Magazine
When:  Thursday 4/21 @ 7:30PM Special benefit party to follow
 Where:  Film - The ImaginAsian Theater 239 E. 59th St., b/w 2nd & 3rd Aves. 212.371.6682
After-Party - Black Finn 218 E. 53rd St., b/w 2nd & 3rd Aves. 212.355.6607
Benefits: All net proceeds from tickets sales will go towards Dream League and APEX programs.
Dream League is a non-profit organization that utilizes the game of basketball to assist in developing the lives of inner-city youth.  With a operations in the Bay Area, California and here in New York, Dream League offers high schoolers opportunities to improve their academics and future workforce skill sets through team mentorship and various workshop programs as well as through our regular adult basketball leagues.  www.dreamleague.org
 Asian Professional Extension, Inc. (APEX) promotes the development of inner-city Asian American youth by providing them with adult role models, educational programs, social services, and career guidance.  Through one-to-one mentoring and other educational programs, APEX seeks to empower youth to build their self-confidence, explore academic and career goals, develop a sense of community and service, develop leadership skills, and embrace their Asian American identity.  www.apex-ny.org
 Tickets: Movie Screening and Benefit Post Party - $25.00 (hors d'oeuvres to be served); $45.00 with open bar added (you will get a wrist band) from 10-12.  To RSVP, please email brian@dreamleague.org or marian.tan@apex-ny.org with the number of tickets you wish to have and whether you will be buying the $25 or $45 plan.  Please proceed to send in payment ASAP after you RSVP.
 Tickets are limited to the first 300, so save your spot soon!  Payments must be finalized before the day of, as no purchases will be processed then.
 To purchase tickets, either:  Send a check, made payable to "Dream League" to:
Dream League 

343 E. 30th St., #11C
New York, NY 10016
or purchase online at our site (scroll down a bit on the page and you will see online purchasing option) Note: You needn't be a member of PayPal to purchase online via credit card.  After you press "Secure Checkout," it gives you the option to click on a button for those "who currently do not have a PayPal account."  Please note a $2.00 surcharge to each ticket processed online.   Thank you.  We hope to see you there!
 

Lastly - if you like, please email brian@dreamleague.org a song request that you would like to hear that evening at the after party.  We'll try our darndest to make it happen.  But no promises!
*****************************************

Museum of Chinese in the Americas (MoCA) E-newsletter: A "Tell Your Friends and Family!" Announcement of Events, Exhibits and Programs at MoCA and Around New York City. Also visit www.moca-nyc.org for full descriptions.

PROGRAMS:

1) Wednesday, April 27: Author's Program: Judy Fong Bates, "Midnight at the Dragon Café"

2) May APA Heritage Month Preview

EXHIBITS:

3) ONGOING: "Mapping Our Heritage Project": Eight Blocks of Chinatown in One Gallery

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

4) Call for Volunteers

1) Author's Program: Judy Fong Bates, "Midnight at the Dragon Café"

When: Wednesday, April 27, 2005, 7:00 pm

Where: McNally Robinson Bookstore, 50 Prince St. (at Mulberry St.)

RSVP: Please call (212) 619-4785

Chinese Canadian author Judy Fong Bates reads from her novel, "Midnight at the Dragon Cafe."  Bates' story centers around Su-Jen Chou, a Chinese girl growing up in a small Ontario town in the 1950s.  Through Su-Jen's eyes we see the hard life behind the scenes at the Dragon Café, the local diner her family runs. Her half-brother Lee-Kung smolders under the responsibilities he must carry as the dutiful Chinese son. Her mother, beautiful but bitter, lays her hopes and dreams on Su-Jen's shoulders, until she turns to find solace in the most forbidden of places, while Su-Jen's elderly father strives to "hek fuh," swallow bitterness, and save face at all costs.  The program is co-sponsored by Counterpoint Press.  

2) May Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Preview Celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage Month by learning about APA History and the APA community!  MoCA is pleased to present a roster of activities perfect for those looking for an enriching family experience.  May programs include:

* Launch of MoCA's weekly Chinatown walking tours (Starting May 7th)   

* The 26th Annual APA Heritage Festival at Union Square (May 8)

* Asian American Heroes: Family Program (May 14)

Do as MoCA does -- celebrate APA Heritage 365 days a year!  

3) Exhibit Highlight: "Mapping Our Heritage Project"

MoCA has fit eight whole blocks of New York City Chinatown into one of its galleries.  Sounds impossible?  Using the latest in three-dimensional simulation technology, the "Mapping Our Heritage Project" accomplished just that!  

"Mapping" is a digital kiosk that combines cutting-edge technology and the Museum's archives to document Chinatown's history.  Housed in a computer located in the gallery, "Mapping" features a virtual map of "Old Chinatown," an eight-block area that is the center of the neighborhood.  Visitors navigate through the streets with the computer's mouse and are able to "visit" a building or site by clicking on its exterior.  An adjacent screen will then display an assortment of information on the selected building's history.

This includes information on its past residents, photos of its interior, and even media clips of interviews with those connected to the building.  "Mapping" serves as a repository of information that currently stores data on over 1,200 buildings, objects, people, events and articles, with potential to store and collect much more.

"Mapping" is a collaboration between MoCA, New York University Asian/Pacific/American Studies Program & Institute, Environmental Simulation Center, and Resolution Seven.  Mapping Our Heritage is made possible with the generous support of the National Endowment for the Arts, Resources for Change Technology Grant; the Chevron Texaco Foundation; and Verizon.  

4) CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

MoCA is seeking enthusiastic volunteers for TASTE OF CHINATOWN!    

TASTE OF CHINATOWN 

When: Saturday, April 23, 11 am - 6:00 pm 

Where: Outside Transfiguration Church, 29 Mott Street

Volunteers will assist children with various craft activities; answer inquiries regarding the Museum; act as runners to-and-from the Museum.  Shifts are 11am-2:00pm; 2:00pm-4:00pm; 4:00pm-6:00pm.

Please send your name, contact phone and email, and availability to bchen@moca-nyc.org.  In the subject line, please write "VOLUNTEER: 

Taste of Chinatown".  Thank you!       

The Museum of Chinese in the Americas is supported by our members and by funds provided by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, National Endowment for the Humanities, New York State Council on the Arts - Museum Program & Special Arts Services, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Jackie Chan Charitable Foundation, JP Morgan Chase Foundation, JT Tai Foundation, MetLife Foundation, Museum Loan Network, Ong Family Foundation, Pumpkin Foundation and the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation.

*****************************************Please join Asian Women In Business and the "Explore Chinatown" Campaign on Saturday, April 23, for the second Taste of Chinatown. Over 50 restaurants, bakeries, tea houses and specialty shops will offer $1.00 tasting plates from 1:00PM to 6:00PM.
 

Volunteer and help make this event a success!  If you’d like to volunteer on April 23rd, please email your name, number, and availability to Lea@awib.org or call (212) 653-9141. Please RSVP by April 20th.
 

Volunteers are needed throughout the day to help with setting up, inflating and distributing helium balloons, handing out our Taste of Chinatown brochures, and much more.

 

Morning Shift: 10:00AM – 1:00PM

We need the most help during this shift; 1,000 helium balloons need to be inflated, signs need to be put up, and a lot of coordination needs to be done. Get a sneak peak of what the Taste is about and meet some interesting characters. Plus, if you choose to volunteer for this shift you’ll have the chance to be first in line for the best tasting stations.

 

Afternoon Shift: 1:00PM – 4:00PM
Additional 1,000 helium balloons won’t inflate themselves so come on down and pitch in. The event will be in full gear and the crowds will be out in mass. Help us distribute the Taste of Chinatown brochure complete with a detailed map of the tasting stations. Encourage people to vote for their favorite tasting stations and the top three will receive Best of the Taste of Chinatown 2005 awards.

 

Late Afternoon Shift: 4:00PM – 7:00PM
Join us for the final leg of the event and work off some of those calories. Make sure people are voting for their favorite tasting stations, encourage them not to litter and lend a helping hand to keep Chinatown clean.

 

As always, the more the merrier, so invite your friends!

*****************************************

MISCELLANEOUS

Here’s an interesting tidbit….a good friend of the reunion’s sent me the following information for a  must read.  “1421” by Gavin Menzies tells all about the Chinese discovering America 70 years before Columbus.  Go to www.1421.tv for more information on this “must read.”

