N.Y.C. CHINATOWN REUNION NEWSLETTER


NEW YORK
Museum of Chinese in the Americas (MoCA) E-Update: A "Tell Your Friends and Family, Too" Announcement on What's Happening at MoCA and Around New York City! Also Visit www.moca-nyc.org.

PROGRAMS:

1) Thursday, September 23: Author's Talk with GISH JEN, "The Love Wife" @ The AAWW

2) Sunday, September 26: MEMBER'S SPECIAL: Q&A with the Cast and Team of "And the Earth Moved," New Asian American Musical @ the NYMTF

3) Thursday, September 30: "CHINESE RESTAURANTS: Canada and South Africa"; Documentary Screening

EXHIBITS:

4) "Have You Eaten Yet?: The Chinese Restaurant in America" Exhibit Opens

VOLUNTEERS:

5) Saturday and Sunday, October 2&3: CULTUREFEST @ Battery Park

* * * * * * * * * 

1) Author's Talk with GISH JEN, "The Love Wife" (Alfred Knopf)

WHEN: September 23, 2004, 7:00 pm

WHERE: The Asian American Writers' Workshop, 16 West 32nd Street, 

10th Floor (btwn 5th Ave & Broadway)

FEE: $5 suggested donation - RSVP at 212-494-0061

The Asian American Writers' Workshop and MoCA are proud to co-sponsor an author's talk and reading by acclaimed writer, GISH JEN.  

GISH JEN assumes the voice of each member of the Wong family in her latest novel, "The Love Wife."  Jen's characters represent the "new American family," a mix of adopted, immigrated, found and native-born, set against the American suburban scene.  Book signing and reception to follow.  Please RSVP by calling AAWW at (212)494-0061.

2) Performance and Q&A: "And the Earth Moved," New Asian American Musical @ the New York Musical Theater Festival

WHEN: Sunday, September 26, 8:00 pm

WHERE: 45 Street Theatre - Primary Stages, 354 W. 45 St., b/w 8th and 9th Ave.

FEE: $15/ ticket available through www.theatermania.com (search for "And the Earth Moved")

For ONE-NIGHT ONLY: Following the Sunday evening performance of the exciting new musical, "And the Earth Moved," MoCA and MoCA NEXT members are invited to a special Q&A with its production team and cast!  Inspired by real events, "And the Earth Moved" is a through-the-rabbit-hole journey of self discovery that follows Will Chen, a twenty-something jingle writer, and his discovery of one Asian's role in the American Experiment. Between clairvoyant 18-year-old 

truants, eccentric cross-dressing restaurateurs, and The First Chinese Pentacostal Church of Harlem Gospel Choir, everyone Will meets has something to teach him. But does he have anything to learn?

"And the Earth Moved" is written by Timothy Huang, directed by Zoie Lam, and features stars from "Avenue Q," "Flower Drum Song," "The King and I," and "Miss Saigon."  For more information, visit www.andtheearthmoved.net
 3) "CHINESE RESTAURANTS: Canada and South Africa"; Documentary Screening WHEN: Thursday, September 30, 6:30pm

WHERE: Mulberry Street Theater*, 70 Mulberry St., 2nd Floor (Next Door to MoCA)

Fee: $10/person; $8/MoCA MEMBER

RSVP: (212)619-4785 or info@moca-nyc.org by September 29th; limited seating available.

CHEUK KWAN's "Chinese Restaurants" tells the story of the Chinese diaspora through its most recognizable and enduring icon – the family-run Chinese restaurant. Kwan takes us on a tour of restaurants around the world, bringing us into the lives of extraordinary families as they share moving stories of struggle, courage, displacement and belonging, and what it means to be "Chinese" today.  September 30th features CANADA where we meet Jim Kook, a paper son from the Prairie town of Outlook, Saskatchewan and SOUTH AFRICA, featuring the story Lam Al Ying, owner of Cape Town's first Chinese restaurant.   

*Mulberry Street Theater is managed by H.T. Dance Company, Inc.

4) "HAVE YOU EATEN YET?: THE CHINESE RESTAURANT IN AMERICA"

Exhibit Runs through June 2005

Over 100 guests joined MoCA on September 14th for the opening of "Have You Eaten Yet?: The Chinese Restaurant in America."  

Visitors viewed HARLEY SPILLER's extensive collection of Chinese restaurant menus and souvenirs and flipped through stories collected from families nationwide who work in the industry.  Congratulations to Lily R. Wu, John R. Sanderson, and Henry O. & Ruiko Moritsugu, winners of MoCA's Re-raffle prizes (courtesy of Chris Sang at Cathay Pacific Airways, Tribeca Grand Hotel and the NY Chinese Cultural Center).  "Have You Eaten Yet" runs through June 2005 and was featured in an AP article: 

http://www.montereyherald.com/mld/montereyherald/living/9720282.htm.

5) VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: NYC & CO. Culture Fest

WHEN: Saturday, October 2 and Sunday, October 3, 11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

WHERE: Battery Park

CONTACT: Beatrice Chen, bchen@moca-nyc.org or (212)619-4785

Share with people inspiring reasons to visit MoCA by volunteering for us at these exciting NYC events!  

Culturefest is a free, family-friendly celebration of the city's magnificent and diverse cultural offerings.  Volunteer duties will include tabling, distributing MoCA literature, answering questions 

about upcoming events and exhibits, helping kids with arts and crafts activities.    

Volunteer time slots: 

Saturday, October 2nd:

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, October 3rd:

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Thank you!

***************************************

Music From China 20th Anniversary Season
Words and Music
Vocal Music Concert Featuring Chinese Folk Songs, Kunqu, Cantonese Lullabies and Ballads

Saturday, Oct. 2, 2004 at 3 pm
Bruno Walter Auditorium
NY Public Library for the Performing Arts
40 Lincoln Center Plaza (at W. 65th St.), NYC
Free admission (first come first served seating)

Singers
Sandia Ang, Qian Yi, Amy Chen

Ensemble
Wang Guowei, erhu; Sun Li, pipa; Helen Yee, yangqin Gao Renyang, dizi; Yingying Cao, zhongruan; Susan Cheng, daruan

The New York-based ensemble Music From China presents another in a series of free thematic concerts at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts at Lincoln Center on Saturday, Oct. 2 at 3 pm. 

"Words and Music" is devoted to several vocal traditions from China's rich musical heritage. Arias from Kunqu, the elegant and sophisticated operatic style from Jiangsu in southern China, are sung by Qian Yi, the talented actress in the Lincoln Center production of Peony Pavilion. The musically and stylistically striking folk songs of Yunnan, Jiangsu, Shanxi, Hubei, Anhui and Xinjiang are sung by Sandia Ang, who was cited for her excellent performance in Jason Kao Hwang's chamber opera "The Floating Box -- A Story in Chinatown" at the Asia Society. Rounding out the program are songs sung in the Cantonese dialect by Amy Chen that recall childhood memories of southern China.
Website: http://www.musicfromchina.org
E-mail: muschina@echonyc.com

********************************

BOSTON

Dear colleagues:  After 3 years of sustained effort, Northeastern  University has finally agreed to establish an Asian American Center. We are now in the midst of a director's search.  Please circulate the following job description widely, and encourage your students to apply. 


Thanks.  Margaret Woo 
 
Department: Asian American Center 
Location: Boston Main Campus 
Fulltime/Part-time: Full Time 
Grade: 13 

Description: The Director will create and sustain an effective infrastructure that supports the advancement of the Asian American Center (AAC) at Northeastern University in tandem with a breadth of support services and programs aimed at Asian American students. Ensure the academic, personal, social, cultural, and professional growth of Asian American students in a context that fosters student success while also recognizing and respecting the dynamic of bicultural and multicultural life experiences and perspectives. Promote heightened awareness of issues germane to the Asian American community while incorporating such topics into diversity education outreach and other relevant University initiatives. Work closely with various University departments and community organizations to attract and retain qualified Asian American students.  

Oversee the successful implementation of departmental operations, including areas such as student services, programming, budgetary planning, marketing, advocacy, staffing, training, internal process flows, and other administrative functions. Serve as a resource to the University in fostering a climate that promotes increased understanding and appreciation of the needs and concerns expressed by Asian American students as well as the direct participation of students, faculty, staff, and alumni. 


Align the mission and the unit goals of the AAC with the strategic planning efforts 
(e.g., five-year plan) of the Division of Enrollment Management and Student 
Affairs (EMSA). Develop and enhance effectual communication pathways with 
> other units, including those departments that comprise the ACES (Academic 
and Cultural Enrichment Services) area, in order to maximize the efficacy of AAC initiatives while eliminating the potential for redundancy. 
Promote meaningful interaction among students from diverse backgrounds while offering student leadership and mentoring opportunities. 

Establish linkages with the greater Boston community that reflects the unit plan of the department and the urban mission of the University. 

This position requires a minimum of a Master's degree, preferably in higher 
education administration, American or cultural studies, social sciences, or 
a related field. 

Proven experience in working effectively with Asian American students and/or communities, and extensive knowledge of Asian American issues/experiences also required. 

Minimum of five years of 
administrative experience is necessary, preferably in higher education. 


Strong administrative, organizational, marketing, leadership, and cross-cultural communication skills, along with formal advising and advocacy experience, is crucial. 

Fluency in more than one  language/bilingual ability highly desirable. 

Prior teaching experience beneficial. 


Send resume to Northeastern University, att: Scott Quint; 206 EL; 
Boston, MA 02115; 617-373-2310. 

Margaret Woo 
Professor of Law 
Northeastern University School of Law 
400 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 
tel (617)373-3309, e-mail: m.woo@neu.edu 


Vivien Ng 
Director, Institute for Research on Women 
Associate Professor 
Department of Women's Studies 
University at Albany, SS 349 
1400 Washington Ave. 
Albany, NY 12222 
Tel: 518-442-4771 
Fax: 518-442-4419

************************************
SAN FRANCISCO

Thursday, September 16 , 2004


Pelosi Announces Angel Island Bill Passes House Committee

San Francisco - House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi announced today that the House Resources Committee has approved legislation to restore the historic Angel Island Immigration Station in San Francisco Bay, also known as the "Ellis Island of the West."

In May, Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey (D-Petaluma) and Congresswoman Pelosi
introduced the Angel Island Immigration Station Restoration and Preservation Act (H.R. 4469). The bill would allow the use of up to $15 million in federal funds, in addition to state and local funds, to preserve
several historic buildings. The Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation, the State of California, and many dedicated individuals have been working to save these buildings from decay, but additional funds are
needed. The bill's 45 cosponsors include Members from across the country,
demonstrating the national importance of this site.

"The stories of immigrants are woven throughout the history of our nation,"
Pelosi said. "For many immigrants, release from the Angel Island Immigration Station meant that they had taken a significant step toward a new life in the United States. The Resources Committee posed a serious
legislative hurdle for this legislation to restore the Station, and I am pleased that the Resources Committee passed the bill. I commend Congresswoman Woolsey for her leadership."

Immigrants from countries around the Pacific Rim passed through the Angel
Island facility between 1910 and 1940. Many Chinese immigrants, whose entry
into the U.S. was severely restricted by the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, were held in detention at Angel Island for months and sometimes years.  While many found a better life for themselves and their families, others encountered discrimination and disappointment. As they waited to learn whether they would be allowed enter the United States or be sent back to China, they turned their hopes, fears, and despair into poetry carved in the walls of their barracks. Many Bay Area residents are the descendents of immigrants who passed through Angel Island. For example, San Francisco President Albert Wong, who traveled alone from Hong Kong to San Francisco in 1934 at the age of 12, was held on Angel Island for five weeks before he was released to join his father.

"Angel Island speaks to us across the years, telling the stories of immigrants from around the world," Pelosi said. "We are a nation of immigrants, and we must treasure that history while remembering that every individual must be treated with dignity and respect."

MISCELLANEOUS

If you have missed any of the previously sent Newsletters, you will soon be able to access the complete set at the following website:  http://aditl.com/chinatown-newsletter/index.html.  Please save this website for future use.

A fellow reunionite has graciously volunteered to list all the Newsletters, in its original format, for all to access.  We have already listed half and should be completely ready by next month.

