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NEW YORK
Andre Watts – Piano

The second concert of the “Free For All” season features Andre Watts in his only New York city.  Join us on Sunday, May 30th at 5:00 P.M. for a spectacular evening of Bach, Beethoven, Liszt and Ligeti.

Our mission is a simple one. We believe that great music belongs to everyone and that ticket prices for excellent concerts are most often so high that many are prevented from attending. We wanted to make it possible for any person to walk up to the box office of a great concert hall, ask for seats to a recital by a world-class musician, and be given the tickets for free.

More concerts to come:

Sunday, June 6, 5PM - Only NY Recital

MANUEL BARRUECO, classical guitar

AL DI MEOLA, jazz guitar

Works by Chick Corea, Nazareth, Albeniz, di Meola, and Piazzolla

Sunday, June 13, 5PM - Only NY Recital

DAVID SHIFRIN, clarinet; Miró String Quartet; Peter Wiley, cello; André Michel-Shub, piano 

All-Brahms: Complete Chamber Music for Clarinet Tickets are available only at the box office, 123 West 43rd Street between 6th and 7th Avenues, starting at noon the day of the concert. First come, first served. Maximum two tickets per person.

For more information call 212-707-8787 or send email to info@twinlions.org.

No Money, No Tickets, No Jackets Required.

Click here to visit our website 

*******************************************

AAArts Alliance E-Calendar Highlights - May21 through Jun17
Below are listed Highlights from the Full Online Web Calendar.  For Opportunities Listings please check our website at: http://www.aaartsalliance.org/HTML/calendarOpps.html

_________________

Meet the Artist, Meet the Curator with artists Amy Chan, Haegeen Kim, and Shin il Kim with Lyd! ia Yee, Senior Curator at Bronx Museum of the Arts

June 9th at 6:30 p.m.

Admission: Free

Bronx Museum
RSVP: (212) 941-9208
_________________

A special reception in celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, Co-hosted by Asian American Arts Alliance and Lincoln Center. Join us for cocktails, hors d'ouvres, dancing, and music by Taiko Masala and DJ Rekha.

Wednesday, May 26, 2004

6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse

70 Lincoln Center Plaza, 10th Floor

RSVP to Michael Plate at (212) 875-5444

_________________

Fake Rolex
Runs through June 27th
A show of paintings, drawings and photographs curated by Herb Tam.

HDC Gallery

30 Bond Street
Carol Sun and Nobuho Nagasawa
From Saturday, May 22nd through Saturday, June 26th

Opening Reception on Saturday, May 22nd from 5:30 p.m.

Followup Artist Talk by Carol Sun
Saturda! y, June 19th at 5:30 p.m.
Admission: Free

Web: http://www.artspiral.org

Asian American Arts Centre

26 Bowery, 3rd Floor

Telephone: (212) 233-2154

 _________________

Tina Lee: My Mom Across America

Through May 29th, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Admission: $6.00

Web: http://www.thepit-nyc.com/

the People Improv Theater

154 W. 29th St., 2nd Floor

Telephone: (212) 563-7488

Rick Ebihara: 47th Street Hotel, Part 2: A Little Thong and Pants

Labapalooza Puppet Theater Festival, Program B

Saturday, May 29 & June 4th at 8:00 p.m., May 30th at 3:00 p.m.

Web: http://www.Stannswarehouse.org/

St. Ann's Warehouse - DUMBO

38 Water Street

Telephone: (718) 254-8779

a4 Member Artist Koosil-ja Hwang:

deadmandancing EXCESS a work in progress
From Wednesday, June 2nd through Saturday, June 26th at 8:00 p.m.
Admission: $10

elan at Nest

88 Front Street

Brooklyn

Telephone: (212) 375-0186

Ping Chong: Blind Ness: The Irresistible Light of Encounter
From Thursday, June 17th until Sunday, June 27th
Admission: $25 (discounts available)

Web: http://www.pingchong.org

La MaMa, ETC

74A East 4th Street

Telephone: (212) 475-7710

_________________

TEABAG AMPLIFIED: experimental hip/trip-hop performances
Saturday, June 5th from 8:00 p.m.
Admission: Free

Silk Road Place

30 Mott Street, downstairs

Chinatown 

a4 Member Artist Florence Yoo

Chicks With Guitars Showcase
Thursday, June 17th at 7:00 p.m.
Web: http://www.jeanettepalmer.com

The Orange Bear

47 Murray St.

_________________

Pacifika: NY Hawai'ian Film Festival

From Friday, May 21st through May 23rd
Admission: $8.00 - $10.00

Web: http://www.pacifika.org/

Hawai`i Cultural Foundation

Cantor Film Center: 36 E. 8th Street

Tisch School of the Arts: 712 Broadway

Telephone: 212-966-3378

Email: hcf@hcfnyc.org

Email: rsvp@SALAAMtheatre.org

"Dead Language" Part I: The 'N Word' and The Gun
Monday, May 24th at 6:00 p.m.
The Bowery Poetry Club

308 Bowery

Telephone: (212) 614-1224

Email: AlvinEng@aol.com 

One on One with Zhang Yimou
Tuesday, May 25th at 7:00 p.m.

Admission: $5.00 - $7.00

Web: http://www.asiasociety.org

Asia Society and Museum

725 Park Avenue

Telephone: (212) 517-ASIA 

a literary conversation: FOREIGN EXCHANGES featuring: Amy Tan and Geling Yan With a reading by Mia Katigbak
Monday, June 7th at 7:00 p.m.
Admission: Free - $10

Web: http://www.pen.org

Florence Gould Hall 

55 E. 59th Street

Telephone: (212) 355-6160 or (212) 334-1660, ext. 107

27th Asian American International Film Festival
From Friday, July 16th through Sunday, July 24th
Web: http://www.asiasociety.org

Asia Society and Museum

725 Park Avenue

Telephone: (212) 517-ASIA

____________________

Asian American Arts Alliance 

74 Varick Street, Suite 302

New York, NY 10013

(212) 941-9208 phone

(212) 941-7978 fax

calendar@aaartsalliance.org

www.aaartsalliance.org

Shaping the culture of a nation is the providence of its people. For over 100 years, Asian Americans have been a presence in this country, coloring American life with their many and diverse cultural contributions. The mission of the Asian American Arts Alliance is to engage the greater public in the support, recognition and appreciation of Asian American arts, while ensuring that Asian American artists and arts organizations thrive.

NEW JERSEY
Published in the Asbury Park Press 05/22/04
By MICHAEL RILEY, STAFF WRITER 

In January of this year, both the United States House of Representatives and the New York City-based Chinese-American Planning Council recognized and honored a psychiatrist named Dr. Gloria W. Chung for her years of commitment and service to the Chinese-American community in particular and all people in general. 

PHOTO BY MIKE MCLAUGHLIN, SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

Dr. Gloria W. Chung, Ocean Township, a psychiatrist and a founder of a social service agency for Chinese Americans, was recently honored for her work by the U.S. House of Representatives. A Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition from that body is shown here. Since her teenage years, growing up as a Chinese immigrant in America, Chung was determined to do good in the world.

It is not surprising that the Chinese-American Planning Committee would honor Dr. Chung at its annual fund-raising dinner. She helped found the service organization back in 1965, after all, using the $100 she got when she sold the family car as seed money to get the thing up and running. 

What is more than a little ironic is the federal government's praise for her life and work, considering that the United States was not so accommodating when she arrived here as a young girl in 1929. 

"It was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 that made it necessary for my mother and I to enter the country with false identities," says the retired child psychologist in the living room of her home in the West Allenhurst section of Ocean Township. 

Immigration law in 1929 allowed only 104 Chinese people to come into this country each year, said Chung.  "That led to corruption, to people finding devious ways to get family into the country," Chung said. 

Her father was not beyond resorting to a little deviousness to bring his wife and one of his daughters here. He obtained papers for the wife and daughter of a Chinese laundry man of his acquaintance, went back to China and, claiming to be a friend and emissary of the laundryman sent to bring the laundryman's family over, brought his own. 

Of course, it wasn't that easy. "My first night in America was spent in a Seattle jail cell," Chung said. Immigration officials quizzed Chung's mother on the details of her assumed identity. Until they were satisfied, that's where she stayed. 

One might think that a hair-raising story, with its undercurrents of stark racism, would leave one a little bitter, or cynical or at least a little shell-shocked about the land of opportunity.  Not Dr. Chung. 

"I got to celebrate two birthdays," she says. "According to the false papers, I was born on July 2, 1925. But my mother tells me that, according to the Chinese moon calendar, I was born on October 23, 1925."  These days, she said, she celebrates the July birthday. 

A Westernized upbringing
Dr. Chung grew up in Albert Lee, a small southern Minnesota town where her father owned a restaurant.  "We were the only Asian family in town," she said. "I grew up Westernized." 

Sometimes, however, all the Westernization in the world can't make ethnicity go away.  "I remember once, when I was 9 years old, having to hide in the basement of the restaurant when the immigration agents came around," she said. 

Sometime during adolescence, Chung says, she was struck with a sense of what she calls "idealism."  "I wanted to do something to serve mankind," she says with a smile, perhaps a little embarrassed at the childishness of it. But it is interesting to note that in all the years since, she never seems to have lost that teenager's purpose. 

"I thought about becoming a nurse," she said. "But I knew I wanted to be a head nurse. I had an uncle, the only uncle to go to college in our family. He said, 'The top dog is the doctor.' So I thought about becoming a doctor. My father was very progressive. He thought education was important for all his children, sons and daughters." 

She attended college in Minnesota. World War II was raging, and Chung was required to wear a badge reading "I am Chinese" to protect her from those who might mistake her for someone of Japanese descent, leaving aside the question of what a loyal American of Japanese heritage should have to fear from his fellow Americans. 

Chung attended medical school in New York State. And she remembers her first visit to New York City's Chinatown.  "I felt like a tourist," she said. "I had never seen so many Chinese people in my life."  That walk through Chinatown would have a profound effect on her choices later in life. 

So would true love.  She met her husband, Edwin Chung, a chemical engineer, now deceased, when she was doing an internship in Rochester, N.Y. Up until that time, Chung had been torn between becoming a psychiatrist or an obstetrician-gynecologist. 

"I had thought that if I became an OB-GYN, I would go back to China and serve the women there," she said. "But when I met Edwin, it was love at first sight." 

She decided to stay in America and become a psychiatrist and raised a family; her practice often focused on child and family therapy. 

Graduating from medical school was one thing; getting licensed to practice medicine turned out to be quite another. There was the matter of citizenship.  Chung thought that had been taken care of when her father "adopted" her when she was 18 -- a way of finally becoming the person she was, rather than a laundry man's daughter. 

She found out when she applied for a medical license that adoptions have to take place prior to the age of 18. This presented a real problem, but she received what would have to be called "extra-legal" advice.  "I was told I would have to be a war bride," she said. 

So she and her husband went to Canada, and she entered the country that way.  It was the last time that subterfuge would be a part of her life, but not the last time that the great shifts and tides of world history would affect her personally. 

Serving the larger community
At one point early in her career, in 1961, she worked for a Columbia University-sponsored community services center with a unit in Chinatown. She began to sense the needs of that community. 

Through what Chung called "serendipity," she found herself at a dinner with a lawyer and two social workers. The discussion turned to the needs of the Chinese-American community, and to the fact that part of Lyndon Johnson's "Great Society" would open the country's borders to new immigrants. 

Soon, five more people joined the discussions, and, with the proceeds of the sale of Chung's car, the Chinese-American Planning Council was born in 1965.  Thirty-nine years later that organization has a budget of $63 million dollars and provides education, training, child care, youth, senior and family services primarily but not exclusively to the Chinese-American community in New York City. 

She maintained her ties to the organization even as her career took her to the staff of the Community Mental Health Center of what was then called Jersey Shore Medical Center in Neptune, where she eventually became Director of Outpatient Services from 1974 to 1989. 

Chung seems to be one of those people who attract life-long friends at the drop of a hat. Friends like Kathy Gatti of Monmouth Beach, who was pursuing a master of social work degree when she met Chung. Chung became something of a mentor to Gatti while Gatti was serving a clinical internship at Jersey Shore Medical Center. 

"She is the only normal psychiatrist you will ever meet," Gatti says. "And look at the breadth of the organization she founded. But more than that. Once you meet her, you want to know her for the rest of your life." 

Chung was clearly a little overwhelmed to hear such praise. She smiled and bowed her head. 

"I like to think we accomplished something," she said.

